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Survey Instructions  

Timing and safety 

 Pre-survey visit to identify the edges of your 1km square/s, paths, landmarks and best 

habitat 

 Undertake three visits at least two weeks apart to each 1km square: 

o Visit 1: 10th April – 30th April 

o Visit 2: 1st May – 21st May  

o Visit 3: 22nd May – 22nd June  

 Visits should ideally be undertaken on mild, clear, dry days with little wind 

 You may wish to do additional visits if weather conditions are not ideal or if you feel you did 

not cover all areas effectively 

 For Snipe, it is particularly important to undertake surveys: 

o at first light and at (or even after) dusk when they call and display most frequently 

o approach all suitable habitat to within 50m, if need be, walking through the margins of 

mires and other wet ground to reduce the chance of missing those that will otherwise 

sit tight. If you are uncomfortable with this in significant parts of your squares, please 

let Nigel Matthews know, so that he can arrange for someone else to help.  

o at dusk, you could also try waiting at a nearby vantage point; snipe will often call and 

display as darkness falls 

 For Lapwing, Curlew and Redshank, undertake surveys: 

o from shortly after sunrise, concluding within three hours, or  

o in the last two hours before sunset  

o approach all suitable habitat to within 100m 

 Read the health and safety instructions, carry a mobile phone and tell a friend where you are 

going and when you expect to finish. In wetter areas, preferably work in pairs for extra safety. 

We also recommend downloading the what3words.com app to your phone which allows you 

to tell emergency services exactly where you are, using three words. 

Recording  

 Use the Recording Form provided for each square, one form per visit.  

 Clearly mark the locations of all waders found – see example notations below.  

 Give special attention to birds showing territorial behaviour, such as displaying or alarm 

calling, and to simultaneously displaying males.  

 Estimate of the number of individuals and pairs present and add any notes you think may be 

helpful, continuing in the margins if space is limited. 

 Mark only the centre point of a snipe drumming display flight, not the actual flight route. 

1L, 2L etc. Number of Lapwing* 1R, 2R etc.  Number of Redshank*  

1C, 2C etc. Number of Curlew* 1S, 2S etc.  Number of Snipe* 

 *underline if calling 
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Habitats and likely distribution 

All four species of wader breed in the open heathland of the New Forest. They tend to favour the 

wetter areas, streams, reed beds and mires and often prefer a mosaic of short or grazed vegetation 

with taller clumps or broken disturbed ground. Lapwings and Curlews nest in exposed ground where 

the sitting bird can see approaching danger. Redshanks are extremely noisy and demonstrative 

when on their breeding territory and unlikely to be missed by surveyors. Snipe are the most difficult 

to find because they crouch in well vegetated marshy places, only flushing at the last minute.  

We expect to find Redshanks only in the south east of the Forest between Hilltop and Holbury and 

perhaps around Hatchet Pond. Snipe are most numerous and, like Lapwing and Curlew, may be 

present throughout the Forest.  

Overlap zones  

Your maps have an ‘overlap zone’ around the edge. Please check and note birds found this area – it 

may not have been allocated to someone else and even if it has, your observations will help ensure 

accurate counts where squares surveyed by different people adjoin.  

Sending in your results 

After each visit, take a photo or scan of the Recording Form and send it to Nigel Matthews, making 

sure the form is ‘square on’ to the camera and in focus throughout. You can do this by email 

(nigel@matthews-online.co.uk) or WhatsApp (07754 765656). Please do this without delay so that 

we can follow up on Curlew and Lapwing sightings. 

Sightings elsewhere   

Please note and send in with a grid reference any records of waders in squares that are not 

allocated to yourself. These sightings may be additional to those found by the ‘resident’ surveyor. 

Likely seasonal changes 

Waders seeking to establish breeding territories in the New Forest return from February onwards. 

Lapwing, Redshank and Snipe may be incubating by the time of the first survey visits in mid-April 

and Curlews follow soon after in late April/early May. Incubation lasts 3-4 weeks, so the first chicks 

are likely to be seen during the second survey period. 

 

If first nesting attempts fail (e.g. through predation or poor weather) some pairs will lay repeat 

clutches – sometimes in a different location. We will try to spot these instances to avoid double 

counting breeding pairs. 

NB. We are not asking surveyors to find nests. The focus is on the location and number of pairs. 

Additional information 

We are not recording recreational disturbance as part of the survey. However, if you see serious 

incidents please report them to Forestry England’s Lyndhurst office by email so they have a record 

of what happened (southern.reception@forestryengland.uk) or call 0300 067 4600 if it is in progress 

and immediate action is required. 
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